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About CDL

About the Presenter

CDL is a results-driven, nonprofit organization. Our singular focus is to improve the life chances of all 
children, especially those at high risk, by increasing school success.

We provide professional learning that is specific and relevant to the needs of your students and your 
teachers. 

We tackle real-time issues such as critical thinking and metacognition, remediating struggling readers, 
and building and sustaining collective capacity of students and teachers. 

Our professional learning is designed, facilitated, evaluated, and adjusted to meet your needs. In 
collaboration with school and district leaders, we examine student and teacher data and build professional 
learning in response to student and teacher performance. We examine progress frequently and adjust 
accordingly.

Our specialists excel in the areas of reading, writing, leadership, critical thinking, early childhood 
development, how students learn, intervention and remediation, and learner-specific instruction. We have 
experts at all levels from early childhood through high school.

Give us a call - we are ready to travel to you.

Louisa Moats
Louisa C. Moats, Ed.D., has been a teacher, psychologist, researcher, graduate school 
faculty member, and author of scientific journal articles, books, and policy papers on 
the topics of reading, spelling, language, and teacher preparation. After a first job as a 
neuropsychology technician, she became a teacher of students with learning and reading 
difficulties, earning her Master’s degree at Peabody College of Vanderbilt. Later, after 
realizing how much more she needed to know about teaching, she earned a doctorate 
in Reading and Human Development from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
Louisa spent the next 15 years as a licensed psychologist, specializing in evaluation and 
consultation with individuals who experienced reading, writing, and language difficulties. 

Louisa was the site director of the NICHD Early Interventions Project in Washington, DC, where she was 
invited to testify to Congress three times on teacher preparation and reading instruction in high poverty 
schools. She recently concluded 10 years as research advisor and consultant with Sopris Learning. Louisa 
was a contributing writer of the Common Core State Standards, Foundational Reading Skills for grades K-5. 
In addition to the LETRS professional development series, her books include Speech to Print: Language 
Essentials for Teachers, Spelling: Development, Disability, and Instruction, Straight Talk About Reading 
(with Susan Hall), and Basic Facts about Dyslexia. Louisa’s awards include the Samuel T. and June L. 
Orton award from the International Dyslexia Association for outstanding contributions to the field. Louisa is a 
member of the Professional Advisory Board of the Center for Development and Learning.
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